
 
 
 

 

WHY RENO, NEVADA? 

The Region 2 Leadership Conference Planning Committee seeks to provide the finest 
conference possible to advance the advocacy skills of our leaders and members and to 
enhance the cause of public education.   

Region 2 organizes the largest CTA regional conference with over 600 attendees.  The 
training provided includes 80 different sessions that require a large training facility.  
Therefore, having a first-rate facility is critical to the success of our conference.  
Considerations in making our selection include finding a unionized hotel with affordable 
sleeping rooms (approximately 550) and a facility large enough to house our training needs 
(a minimum of 20 breakout rooms with the flexibility to fit 30 to 120 members). 

We also strive to select facilities that work to improve air quality.  The Grand Sierra Resort 
has implemented the Nevada Clean Indoor Air Act: Anti-Smoking Law and has made 
numerous upgrades to the property to keep the conference area, restaurants and sleeping 
rooms smoke-free. 

As we all recognize the importance of supporting California, we have made several inquiries 
to find a location that offers rates comparable to the Grand Sierra in Reno, Nevada.  Hotels 
within Region 2 cannot support a conference of this size and rates in California are more 
than double.  It is important for us to maintain a level of service and quality of rooms and 
food with the least impact to our members. 

Because of these factors and our need to plan well in advance, we have contracted to hold 
the conference at the Grand Sierra Resort through 2014.  We sincerely hope this 
information is helpful in answering your questions about the process of selecting a hotel.  
The committee wants to be responsive to member concerns, so please don’t hesitate to 
contact a committee member. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

2011 Region 2 Leadership Conference Planning Committee Members 

 Officers:   Chair - Linda Kraus, Stanislaus SCC  
   Vice Chair - Donna Dreith, Fresno-Madera SCC Chair 

Secretary - Steve Dillon, Redding SCC Chair 
 
Sandra Boone, Feather River SCC Chair E. 
Toby Boyd, CTA Board, District E 
Darla Bramlette, NEA Board, District 8, and   
 Sierra SCC Chair 
Elana Davidson, CTA Board, District F 
Dana Dillon, CTA Board, District D 
Ron Edwards, NEA Board, District 15 
Myndi Hardgrave, Tulare-Kings SCC Chair 
Joel Knox, Merced-Mariposa SCC Chair 
 
 

Doreen McGuire-Grigg, NEA Board, District 1 
George Melendez, CTA Board, District H 
Mike Patterson, Capital SCC Chair 
Yvonne Phenicie, CTA ESP 
George Sheridan, NEA Board, District 12 
Janell Smith, Chico SCC Chair 
Stanton Smith, Delta SCC Chair 
Curtis Washington, CTA Board, At-Large 


